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Town Center and Streetscapes M
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es Make City Regional Player
The City of Chamblee
implemented major changes
in the Chamblee Town Center
by recently adopting the Town
Center Streetscapes Concept Plan.
This area, generally bound by Peachtree
Boulevard to the northwest, the MARTA/
Norfolk Southern rail lines to the
southeast, Chamblee Dunwoody Road
to the southwest and a line extending
from Ingersoll Rand Drive to Peachtree
Boulevard on the northeast, has been the
subject of several planning efforts in the
past. Home to the city’s municipal complex,
including City Hall, the Police Department
and the Civic Center, this area is primed to
grow into a major local and regional live,
work, play destination. Many residents,
property and business owners participated
in the development of the concept plans
for the Town Center Streetscapes project.
A key community event held in September
2019, the Town Center Stroll, provided
multiple opportunities for attendees to
provide input into the plan. Participants
expressed a strong desire for pedestrianfriendly, safe streetscapes and amenities,
landscaping and green space, gathering
areas with seating and the continuation
of the Rail Trail downtown. Improving the
usability and appearance of existing spaces
and infrastructure, such as the underutilized
area on the Peachtree Road bridge,
also were important to the community.
Preferences for the need for public art,
such as murals, and a water feature in the
downtown area, also were shared.
The recommendations of the Concept
Plan are meant to create a safe, walkable
environment for pedestrians while
supporting the redevelopment of
surrounding parcels as recommended by
the Downtown Chamblee Town Center

Master Plan previously adopted by the
city. Concepts include recommendations
for lane width, sidewalk width, street tree
placement, lighting, hardscaping and
more. In addition, the plan incorporates
the expansion of the Rail Trail as it extends
through the Town Center area for which the
city recently received federal funding from
the Atlanta Regional Commission to create
the engineering design documents.
Broad Street and Irvindale Way are
designated as shared streets, which are
streets where cars, pedestrians, cyclists
and other residents travel together without
traditional safety infrastructure to guide
them. A shared street is generally free of
traffic lights, stop signs, curbs, painted lines
and the like. The idea is that once these
controls are stripped away, everyone is
forced to become more alert and ultimately
more cooperative (source: citylab.com).
The overall cost estimate for the
city-initiated streetscape projects is
approximately $5.2 million, not including
costs for utility relocation and easement
acquisition. The city has budgeted
$148,500 in 2020 for the creation of
detailed design documents for all phases
of this project. Those documents are
underway and will be finalized later this
year. The first phases of the project are
proposed to be constructed in 2021 ($1.5
million) and 2022 ($1.6 million) in the City
of Chamblee Capital Program Budget. The
current funding source for these projects is
the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax
(SPLOST) fund approved by voters in 2017.
So watch as the improvements come to life!
To see the full concept plan, please visit
www.chambleega.com and click on the
Adopted Plans section of the Planning and
Development Department’s webpage.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Holidays in Hotels?
Rest Easy, My Friends
Does the song “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” ring very literal
this year or what? According to a Zeta Global poll, nearly
58% of consumers are planning on staying home this holiday
season, which is up 9% from the previous year. Lots of folks
who originally decided they would be traveling are forgoing
vacations requiring air travel and instead are opting for a
family road trip. (Are we there yet?)
Like most cities nationally, Chamblee’s hotel occupancy rates
have decreased since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Occupancy in July 2019 was at 76%, while in July of this year,
the occupancy was only 63.3%. Revenue per Available Room
(RevPAR) was down about 36% from the year before. RevPAR
is a performance measure used in the hospitality industry to
calculate a hotel's average daily room rate by its occupancy
rate. It also is calculated by dividing total room revenue by
the total number of rooms available in the period being
measured. While this isn’t great news, it’s hardly unexpected
considering the circumstances. One positive note: Chamblee
hotels are averaging better in comparison to the metro area
and the state as a whole.
With that in mind, have you considered a holiday staycation
or inviting family to visit Chamblee this year? If you are
considering hosting family in town this season, having them
stay in a hotel may be the perfect solution! There is plenty of
room in Chamblee’s hotel community, and it might just be
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the way to go if you are feeling a bit uncomfortable packing
the family under one roof.
Hotels have completely revamped their customer experience
to make sure guests feel safe. The hospitality industry has
gone above and beyond simply requiring masks and gloves.
For example, the Century Center Marriott not only has
added extra precautions to their already rigorous cleaning
protocols, but they also have completely changed their
food preparation, added hand sanitizing stations around
the hotel and are emphasizing social distancing between
guests. Sonesta Extended Stay has meeting room set-ups
with appropriate physical distancing and modified food and
beverage offerings to include single-serve items.
Many hotels also offer spacious and beautiful outdoor areas
to host family too. A cozy fire pit and a good hot chocolate
sound perfect on holiday evenings!
So invite the in-laws, prepare the twinkle lights, set the
outdoor table and book those hotel rooms for the family.
Your heart will be filled seeing the family for the holidays,
even if it’s at an appropriate social distance, and you’ll be
able to rest easier knowing everyone has a bit more space
to lay their heads—and you won’t have to clean your house.
That’s a win on so many levels!

PARKS & RECREATION

How Katie Sears
Went Virtual
During COVID
Recreation Coordinator, Katie Sears wasn’t afraid of programming during a pandemic, instead
she embraced it! The 2019 State of Georgia Recreation and Park Association Programmer of
the Year went from coordinating programs held in person at the Keswick Community Center,
the Civic Center and Chamblee’s parks, to coordinating programs virtually.
“Virtual programs allow us to meet residents where they want to be, doing what they want to
do right now. It’s really a win-win situation, and we are happy to do that for our residents,” said
Chamblee Parks and Recreation Director Jodie Gilfillan. “Also, Katie’s innovation knows no
bounds. Her spunk to take the initiative to do this for our residents to try something new and
have fun with it is amazing.”
Since mid-March when activities were shut down because of COVID, and staff began working
from home, Katie was busy researching and coordinating programs that cost nothing to users
or to the city. Some of these programs were competitions against residents in other nearby
cities, like the virtual walk/run 31 in 31 Challenge. Another program, the Chamblee Parks and
Recreation Activity Books, are themed books with mazes, puzzles and word searches that can
be found online and are released biweekly.
In addition to the walk/run and activity books, Katie conducted an online “Zoom Hunt,” where
pre-registered children joined her online, for an hour of “show and tell” from their homes.
Then for “July is Parks and Recreation Month,” she ran a “Whodunnit Scavenger Hunt,” where
participants found clues in the parks and had to solve the mystery of who stole City Manager
Jon Walker’s favorite coffee cup.
In the fall, several new programs were introduced through the department including the
“Kid’s Cooking Class Competition,” where kids came up with recipes and took photos of their
creations to be featured in a virtual cookbook. For those not into cooking, there were plenty of
other programs to participate in, such as the Wednesday “Recess” program in the park or the
“Silly Walk” in Dresden Park. If challenges were more your thing, “Walktober” and “Movember”
got participants moving and competing against others in the community for prizes.
All these programs and more were placed on a virtual programming page that Katie
created at www.chambleega.com/597/virtual-recreation. To date, hundreds of people have
participated in the pre-registered programming, and at least one Chamblee elementary
school printed pages from the Activity Book and placed them inside the food bags that
are distributed weekly to hundreds of local children.
“Although in-person programming is gradually returning, I think some virtual programming
is here to stay,” said Sears. “I’m happy that our department has helped provide a sense of
normalcy for our community during the pandemic.”

For more information
about Chamblee Parks
and Recreation programs,
visit the Chamblee Parks and
Recreation registration site
at www.chambleerec.com.
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POLICE

Brookhaven/Chamblee Kiwanis Club and Chamblee Police Department

Lending Library Opens at
Chamblee Police Department
Everyone deserves
a book to read.
That’s why the
Kiwanis Club
of Brookhaven/
Chamblee and
the Chamblee
Police Department
installed a Lending
Library at the
Chamblee Police
Department.
“Two out of three children living in poverty have no books of
their own,” said Debbie Brilling, Kiwanis Club of Brookhaven/
Chamblee Volunteer. “With the help of the Chamblee Police
Department, we’re giving children 24/7 access to books,
which is a proven number-one predictor of a child’s ability to
thrive in school.”
“The Chamblee Police Department cares about the families
in our community, and I hope the Lending Library will help
inspire children to read more and know that we are there to
support them,” said Chamblee Police Chief Kerry Thomas.
Members of the Kiwanis Club and the Police Department
officially opened the Lending Library on Monday, August
31. You can find the Library on the Chamblee Police
Department’s lawn at 3518 Broad Street.
The Lending Library will be stocked with children’s books,
and there will be a few books for adults as well. Visitors are
encouraged to leave a book when they borrow a book, so
there will be plenty to be shared.
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Anna Chatham, 7-year-old local resident said, “I am excited
about the new Lending Library because I can share some of
my favorite books and be able to read other kid’s favorites!”
The Kiwanis Club of Brookhaven/Chamblee began serving
the community in March of 2020 and has been participating
in service projects that help children and families in the
community.
“Kids need Kiwanis, now more than ever before, and this
project partnering with the Chamblee Police is an example
of how our club can meet a need in our community,” said
Brilling. The club is accepting new members and meets
virtually via Zoom on the first and third Tuesday at noon.
For more information about the Kiwanis Club of
Brookhaven/Chamblee, like them on Facebook at facebook.
com/BrookhavenChambleeGAKiwanis or call Debbie
Brilling at 770-329-8721. Also, feel free to drop off any
books at the library, you can’t miss it!

PUBLIC WORKS

Recycling During
the Holidays is
Simple and Easy
The holidays mean many things to many people. To those in the
business of running a city, the holidays mean more garbage. But
during the holidays, you can recycle just as much, if not more, than
you throw away if you use this handy guide from Chamblee’s Public
Works Department and Keep Chamblee Beautiful.

CHRISTMAS TREES

BRING ONE FOR THE CHIPPER – January 9, 2021, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
It may surprise you that nearly 10 million trees go into the landfill each year. While
Chamblee has far fewer residents than that, we can make an impact. Chamblee Public
Works is hosting its annual 'Bring One for the Chipper' event in collaboration with Keep
Chamblee Beautiful. Residents are invited to bring their trees to Chamblee’s Public
Works Facility, located at 3210 Cumberland Dr., Chamblee, Ga. 30341 on Saturday,
January 9, 2021, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Everyone who drops off their tree in Chamblee can receive a free tree seedling along
with vegetable seeds for their spring garden. If you don’t have a tree to recycle, please
stop by, say hello and pick up seed packets!

STRING LIGHTS

We all love the twinkle of lights at the holidays. However, when you are done with them,
what do you do? These are NOT recyclable in Chamblee’s commingled recycling. Please
recycle these at the Center for Hard to Recycle Materials (CHaRM). If you are in the
market for new string lights, opt for LED lights that use less energy and last longer than
conventional lights. Consider using solar lights as an outdoor décor alternative. To drop
off string lights or other hard to recycle materials at CHaRM, visit their website to book a
drop-off time: https://livethrive.org/booking-form/

BOWS & RIBBONS

For those who wrap presents during the holidays, what do you do with the bows and
ribbons after they are torn off? These plastic-paper composites are NOT recyclable and
must be thrown in the trash. Consider a more versatile gift topper such as Christmas tree
twigs, cinnamon sticks, candy canes or a holiday cookie. Anything edible is great in our
book—a bonus present, if you ask us!

continued on page 8
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PUBLIC WORKS (continued from page 7)
Here are a few other items we’d like to mention:

WRAPPING PAPER

ORNAMENTS

BUBBLE WRAP & AIR PILLOWS

TINSEL

Wrapping paper is recyclable in Chamblee’s comingled
recycling. For a more sustainable option, consider reusing
brown paper bags, newspaper, maps or scarves using the
furoshiki method – the Japanese art of fabric gift wrapping.

Bubble wrap and air pillows (deflated) are recyclable at
local grocery stores in the “plastic film” bin, but are NOT
recyclable in Chamblee’s comingled recycling.

CARDBOARD BOXES

Cardboard boxes are recyclable in Chamblee’s comingled
recycling. Please break down the boxes prior to recycling.

GREETING CARDS & ENVELOPES

Plain paper greeting cards and envelopes are recyclable in
Chamblee’s comingled recycling; however, cards with glitter
and 3D embellishments, not from paper, should be thrown in
the trash.

WINE CORKS

Wine corks can be recycled at CHaRM or consider making
a DIY cork wreath, ornaments or holiday table toppers. Real
cork, not the plastic corks, can be composted as well.

Ornaments are NOT recyclable in Chamblee’s comingled
recycling. Broken ornaments must be thrown in the trash.
Drop off usable ornaments at the Goodwill Donation Center,
5071 Peachtree Blvd.

Tinsel is NOT recyclable in Chamblee’s comingled recycling
and must be thrown in the trash. Consider using felted
garland or creating your own garland using twine, pom poms
and pine cones as a reusable alternative.

TISSUE PAPER

Tissue paper is recyclable in Chamblee’s commingled
recycling. If you have a home compost, consider throwing
non-glittery tissue paper into the mix!

GIFT BAGS

Use the “scrunch test” to determine which gift bags can be
recycled in Chamblee’s comingled recycling. Scrunch the
bag into a ball, if it pops back out toss it in the trash, if it
remains a ball, it can be recycled. Consider using paper gift
bags instead of the paper-plastic mix to ensure recyclability.

Thank you for helping us recycle appropriately so we can leave the world a better place.
For questions, call Chamblee Public Works at 770-986-5019.
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FEATURE

Shop With a
Cop is Back!
Shop With a Cop has been an
initiative of the Chamblee
Police Department’s Cop-N-Stuff
foundation for four years and is
back in 2020.
This year has been tough on everyone and even
harder for families that have come across job
instability as a result of COVID-19. Chamblee PD
(CPD) is committed to helping as many families
as possible even in the midst of the uncertainty of
the pandemic. Shop With a Cop pairs kids with a
Chamblee officer and gives each child the chance
to go on a shopping spree at Walmart. The needs of
the community are increasing, and many resources
are limited this holiday season, so CPD is raising
funds to support the underserved youth in our
community, and they are amplifying this focus in the
midst of unprecedented challenges.

Are you looking for ways to help
this holiday season?

CPD is accepting monetary donations to support
Shop With a Cop. No donation is too small or too
large. If a donation is not feasible for you at the
moment, tell a neighbor to tell a neighbor about
donating to Shop With a Cop. For more information,
please contact CPD’s Catherine Powe at CPowe@
chambleega.gov or Officer Chris Poythress at
CPoythress@chambleega.gov. Thank you for your
support this year and every year. Without the
Chamblee community, this event could not be such
a huge success.
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FEATURE

Cancel Holidays?

No Way!
November is here, which means holiday displays, red Starbucks cups, the
cost of airline tickets and the omnipresent and premature airplay of “Last
Christmas” in your favorite retail store. Try not to get annoyed.

This year, the holidays are approaching in the midst of a likely second wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic. It’s hard to imagine Thanksgiving and the winter holidays
without family, travel or the array of traditions, but in a pandemic, it’s even scarier
to think about carrying on as “normal.” The holidays this year are going to be far
from normal, but they will not be canceled.
Thanks to creative minds, newly found free time and love for the holidays, we
came up with a list of some activities that you and your entire family can enjoy.
Try them, snap a picture, post to your social and tag #ChambleeCelebrates. Let
the holiday fun begin!

Thanksgiving Traditions

If you are staying
home this
Thanksgiving, don’t
get the holiday blues!
There are tons of
things that can keep
you and your family
busy while navigating
through the annual
food coma.

• Football has made its return, and it will be full throttle on Thanksgiving Day!
Wear your favorite jersey and place your friendly wagers (losing fan must 		
clean the kitchen—yikes), because football will be on the screen All. Day. Long!
• You just stuffed your face, and it’s time to get some cardio in, so you can 		
make space for that second plate. Coordinate a game of yard ball with your
family! What’s yard ball? It’s any sports game you can play in your front yard:
touch football, baseball, softball, etc. There’s a chance to get competitive
here too! Remember said wager above?
• We know, we know – you’ve been cooking constantly throughout the 		
pandemic. If you’re not feeling the usual Thanksgiving staples, it’s okay to try
something new; have a seafood feast, try an all vegan dinner or throw some
ribs on the grill! Or if you don’t feel like cooking, let someone else do the 		
cooking for you by placing an order at one of Chamblee’s fabulous restaurants.
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Home for the Holidays
Travel Guide
CNN reported that 58% of people are
not planning to travel this year, and
airports and highways are expected
to see 31 million fewer travelers. But,
tens of millions will still travel, and it is
not realistic to expect people not to
see their families during the holidays.
It is important to figure out a way to
travel with the least amount of risk to
yourself and others; that may mean
taking a longer drive rather than
flying. Traveling by automobile has
been considered a safer option, when
proper precautions are taken. You
may want to consider traveling during
off-peak times, like mornings or
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, to avoid
crowds of fellow holiday travelers.
Lengthier stays and alternative
accommodations may be in the
cards; if you’re going to see older or
vulnerable relatives, after traveling,
quarantine for 14 days. When
planning travel, ask your family some
of the following questions:
• Will you always wear mask around
each other?
• What is the understanding about
leaving the family to go shopping,
to a restaurant or even see friends?
• What will you do about friends and
family who aren’t taking the
pandemic seriously?
Hard choices will have to be made,
but it’s possible to balance the
pandemic with beloved holiday
traditions – which will undoubtedly
mean compromises.

FEATURE

Black Friday Traditions

Black Friday is pretty much an official
American holiday. Last year retailers brought
in $7.2 billion, and it marks the start of the holiday shopping
season. During recent years, more people shopping on
Black Friday are doing so online, and the pandemic will only
intensify this trend. Many retailers announced their stores will
not be open on Thanksgiving evening for early Black Friday
sales in hopes of discouraging crowding. While we’ll miss the
hustle and bustle of Black Friday shopping, there are a few
things we can do:
• Check out the social media sites of your favorite local 		
Chamblee shops to see if they’re offering online orders or
pick-up options.
• Check the store's social distancing guidelines (i.e. reduced
capacity, adjusted hours and mask requirements).
• Order online for in-store or curbside pickup.
• Order online and ship to your home.
		Don’t want to miss your package? Schedule your
package to be picked up from your local post office,
		 FedEx or UPS. Amazon also is offering pick up
		 lockers in various locations and pick up locations 		
		 at Walgreens.
• Still missing the hustle and bustle? Watch National 		
Lampoon’s Christmas, Elf, Fred Claus, Christmas with
the Kranks or Jingle All the Way.

Hanukkah Traditions

Hanukkah
celebrations
revolve around
the kindling
of a ninebranched
menorah,
known in
Hebrew as the
Hanukkiah. On
each of the holiday’s eight nights, another candle is added
to the menorah after sundown. Blessings are recited during
this ritual, then the menorah is prominently displayed in a
window as a reminder to others of the miracle that inspired
the holiday.
• If you traditionally celebrate Hanukkah with extended 		
family, try a virtual menorah lighting. Have your family join
the tradition from the safety of their homes.
• Host your own gelt drop at home! All you need is gelt 		
(chocolate coins), an elevated area (i.e. top of a staircase,
deck, etc.) and your kiddoes sweet tooth.
• Make your own dreidel – four-sided spinning top – or 		
purchase one from a local shop, and have a competition
amongst the members in your home.
continued on page 12

Christmas Traditions

For many of us, Christmas begins when the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade ends as Santa rides his sleigh
through the crowded New York streets. Santa certainly
will not be appearing at Radio City this year, and neither
will the Radio City Rockettes. The Madison Square Garden
Company already has canceled the Christmas Spectacular.
With many of our beloved traditions of parades, Christmas
tree shopping, holiday shopping, caroling and so much
more being canceled or curtailed, try these ideas to keep
the Grinch at bay and re-instill the holiday spirit:
• Shop your favorite local retailer for some of the best 		
festive wear, stream your favorite holiday playlist and 		
march around the house while donning your apparel.
• Break out the arts and crafts for yourself and 			
the kiddoes! Get festive by creating your own holiday 		
decorations or designing your own parade floats. Have a
mini parade in neighborhood—this is great TikTok
material, people.
• Dress up as Old St. Nick himself, compete with other 		
family members to see who has the best Santa Claus 		
laugh, grab that fancy phone and take your annual family
photo or read the Night Before Christmas. Oh, and don’t
forget the cookies and milk!

• If you like the smell of fresh pine from a tree you cut 		
yourself, Christmas Tree Farms still will be open 		
during the pandemic. Be sure to call your favorite farm 		
before you go to ensure you follow the proper social 		
distancing guidelines.
• Maybe your family spends Christmas Eve at your 		
church’s communion service. Check to see if they will 		
be broadcasting the service on a virtual platform or
social media. Some churches even are offering 			
communion kits for pick-up.
• Missing the Rockettes? Dust off your
dance shoes and choreograph your
own routine. We feel like we’ll see a
lot of these routines on our social
media feeds this year!
• Tree lighting ceremonies won’t
be the same this year, but get
creative and decorate a tree in
your front yard. You can even
invite the neighbors, have front
yard performances and create
your own countdown to
illuminate your yard tree.
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FEATURE (continued from page 11)

Kwanzaa Traditions

From lighting candles to exchanging gifts, Kwanzaa bears a similarity to
other winter holidays, though the presents aren’t nearly as important as the
traditions. Traditional Kwanzaa celebrations are social distance friendly and
include activities with family.
• Lighting the Kinara: A new candle is lighted each day on the kinara, or 		
candleholder. Each candle represents the seven guiding principles to be 		
discussed during the week of Kwanzaa.
• Discussing the Nguzo Saba: After the candle has been lighted, families 		
discuss a different principle of nguzo saba. The principles include 		
Umoji (unity), Kujichaguila (self-determination), Ujima (collective work and
responsibility), Ujamaa (cooperative economics), Nia (purpose),
kuumba (creativity) and Imani (faith).
• Wearing traditional African clothing: There is no dress code for Kwanzaa,
but some choose to wear traditional African garb for the Kwanzaa feast
or all throughout the week.
• Enjoying Karamu Ya Imani: The biggest meal of Kwanzaa takes place on the
sixth day or December 31. It is a Feast of Faith, called a Karamu Ya Imani.
• Making and Exchanging Zawadi: On the final day of Kwanzaa, families are
encouraged to make and exchange handmade gifts – or zawadi – that are
usually intended for children.
• Setting the seven symbols of Mkeka: In addition to having seven guiding 		
principles, Kwanzaa also has seven core symbols. They include Kikombe 		
cha Umoja (unity cup), Kinara (candleholder), Mishumaa Saba (seven 		
candles), Zaeadi (gifts) and three additional items: Mazao (crops), Mkeka 		
(mat) and Muhindi (corn). Crops are used to symbolize fruits of labor and one
ear of corn, representing fertility, is set aside for each child in the family.
All the core symbols are set on the mat, which stands for the traditions and
foundation that bring Black communities together.
• Observing a Day of Meditation: The final day of Kwanzaa is the first day 		
of the new year. Traditionally, Siku ya Taamuli (Day of Meditation or 		
Assessment), is used to reflect on life and set new goals for the future.
Whatever and however you celebrate, we hope it is happy!
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Holiday
Hoopla
of Lights
Coming
Soon
Throw away those 2020 blues, grab
your coats and come to Chamblee
City Hall to bask in the holiday
season lights. We are taking the
holiday spirit to a whole new level
during this year’s whirlwind! Since
we will not be hosting Holiday
Hoopla because of COVID and
the resulting social distancing
guidelines, we are transforming
City Hall Park into an extraordinary
Holiday Hoopla of Lights. So grab
your loved ones, stop by one of
our local restaurants for a bite to
eat or a festive drink, and take a
stroll in the holiday light bonanza.
The Holiday Hoopla of Lights will
light up the sky from the end of
November and will continue to
illuminate the night throughout
December until the beginning of
January. Watch our social media
channels for complete information.

FEATURE

Shopping Small
Benefits Us All
The holiday season is nearly here!
Typically, this time of year, we begin to
hear rumblings of Black Friday, Shop
Small Saturday and Cyber Monday,
but like many events this year, our
typical activities are morphing due to
the pandemic. This year, many larger
stores known for their Black Friday
deals will be closed on Black Friday, or
they will be drastically minimizing traffic
by reducing hours and/or limiting the
number of people in stores.
Perhaps, like much of this year, this is
a great time to assess our values. Do
we really love waking up at 3:00 a.m.,
standing in line and rushing around
to find the best deal on the newest
must-have item? Maybe. Maybe we
also love sleeping in, avoiding crowds
and supporting our local economy.
It’s called balance, people, and this
year, the scale is tipping heavily toward
going smaller.

the revenue back into a local economy.
Buying local has roughly 10 times the
impact than if you had bought the same
item from a big online retailer.

shopping experience and even will
offer one-on-one virtual shopping
experiences to help you find just what
you need!

Local retailers also employ more
people than national retailers. For
every $10 million in sales, Amazon
only employs 19 people, while a local
business would employ approximately
47 people. These folks are neighbors
and friends and are the same people
who are quick to create a curated
shopping experience to help you find
the perfect gift for a loved one.

Shopping with a small business
means you won’t end up accidentally
getting the same gift for your dad
as your cousin Bob. It means you’re
helping create jobs. It means you’re
giving to local charities and voting
with your dollars on what you care
about. All these things always have
been important, but in a year where
things feel a bit more than off, they’re
paramount.

In addition to employing local people,
local retailers also may have supply
chains closer to home. Business
owners often rely on a network of local
suppliers from whom they purchase
inventory and supplies, which keeps
cash flowing within the region.

This year is the 11th anniversary of
celebrating Small Business Saturday,
which falls on the Saturday following
Thanksgiving. Small businesses are at
the center of successful communities,
and now is the perfect time to support
Chamblee’s small businesses and help
bolster our economy.

Small businesses also are great at
identifying needs in the community and
often are among the first to rally around
a local cause. Our small businesses
are run by people who live in or near
Chamblee, and they want to be part
of a thriving community by supporting
local non-profits who are doing great
work.

Every time you make a purchase from
a small business, you’re making a
huge difference. The percentage of
revenue from a small business that
circulates locally when a purchase is
made is about 30.4%. In comparison,
a purchase made from Amazon on
average only circulates about 3.9% of

Our local businesses also have done
some incredible gymnastics adjusting
their operating models to better serve
their customers during the pandemic.
Want to shop from the comfort of
your own home but still support
small businesses? No problem! Our
retailers have improved their online

Follow the city on social media to see
some of our incredible retailers in
Chamblee and what they’re doing to
celebrate the holidays. This year may
be different, but with a little local love,
it’s going to be magical.
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FEATURE

Winter Gardens
Bring Delight
By Heather Abraham
www.HeatherAbrahambooks.com

Fall in Chamblee is a
time of vibrant color,
cooler temperatures

and anticipation of the

coming holiday season,
but it also offers the
perfect weather for
planting an edible

greens garden filled
with gourmet salad
options: peppery
arugula, mesclun

mix, bitter endive,

buttery ruby leaf, crisp
romaine, spinach, kale
and radicchio to name
a few.
Free of the summer burdens of heat, mosquitoes, slugs and
myriad gardening issues that send one running to Google
for advice, the fall/winter garden is a Zen experience that can
feed an entire family for months to come. It is not demanding,
requires minimal preparation and little upkeep. Just scatter
the seeds over raked soil, cover with a thin sprinkling of soil,
lightly water and delight in seedlings within a week.
A month from the emergence of sprouts you can begin to
harvest delicate baby greens, snipping off choice leaves
throughout the season. Plan for a snip-salad-section and a
mature-head section. Mature heads can be ready in as little
as 45 days, and if harvested, leave several inches of plant
intact, they will grow anew presenting you with another head
later in the season. Magical! And the magic continues until
hot weather sets in causing the plants to bolt. Let some go
to seed and harvest the seeds for next fall’s planting. Greens
love cool weather. Snow and ice? No problem. Sweep off the
snow and harvest!
For apartment or condo dwellers, greens thrive in limited
spaces. I have yet to meet a salad green that didn’t flourish
in hanging baskets or containers. A wooden wine box is a
favorite (grab them for free at Costco). It will provide room
for gourmet salad blend and a few rows of French breakfast
radishes and will fit easily on small apartment balconies. I
recommend spinach and arugula for hanging baskets.
Fall/Winter gardening in the south offers many options
besides greens. Radishes, broccoli, broccolini, cauliflower,
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Brussels sprouts, turnips, mustards, carrots, beets, Swiss
chard and rapini, as well as garlic and shallots, all thrive in
cool weather.
This year we are planting a variety of heirlooms, growing
exotic salad greens with names such as Scarlet Kale, Merlot
leaf, Yedikule, Bronze Beauty and Tom Thumb in addition to
spinach, green kale, broccolini, arugula and radishes. Our
2019-20 greens garden provided delectable salads and side
vegetables from the end of October through the end of May.
That’s seven months of harvesting!
If a large garden is appealing but you don’t have the
space, consider renting a 3x7 square foot garden plot
from the City of Chamblee. Plots are conveniently located
at Village Park. Go to https://www.chambleega.com/649/
Community-Garden for more information. For a great
selection of seeds, plants and any tools you could possibly
need, visit Ace Hardware in Chamblee Plaza, which offers
curbside delivery. Call Ace at 770-881-7922 to place your
seed order. Wishing you a healthy, happy holiday season
and many delectable salads!
Holiday Salad:
3 cups of garden arugula
I orange, peeled and sectioned
¼ cup fresh pomegranate seeds
Crumbled goats cheese
2 tablespoons toasted pignoli nuts
Toss with your favorite lemon vinaigrette

City Council
Mayor: R. Eric Clarkson
District 1: John Mesa
District 2: Leslie C. Robson
District 3: Karen Lupton
At-large, Mayor Pro Tem: Brian Mock
At-large: Vacant

City Staff
City Manager: Jon Walker
Dep. City Manager: Al Wiggins
Asst. City Manager: Kristen Gorham
Chief of Police: Kerry Thomas
City Clerk: Emmie Niethammer
Parks & Recreation: Jodie Gilfillan
Community & Economic Development:
Catherine Lee
Public Relations: Tisa Moore
Planning & Development Director:
Matt Dickison

Contact Information
City Hall: 770-986-5010
Police (non-emergency): 770-986-5005
Code Enforcement:
770-986-5009 or
code_enforcement@chambleega.gov
Police Emergency: 911

Address: 5468 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, Georgia 30341
Phone: 770-986-5010
Fax: 770-986-5014
Email: info@chambleega.gov
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It’s the best way to reach more than

12,000
Chamblee households
The Signal is the official publication of the City of Chamblee.
It provides the residents of Chamblee with the timely information
on events, activities and news related to the city.
GOT NEWS? Send press releases, announcements and
other materials for consideration to info@chamblee.gov
All material is subject to editing.

470-395-2309
info@chambleega.gov

