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Float Like
a Butterfly
and Sting
Like One?

Albert Einstein predicted that when the bees disappear, we all
will follow... or at least it is attributed to him in an attempt to
elevate the severity of the situation… the verdict is still out on
the origin of the assertion. Nonetheless, bee populations are
declining at alarming rates. It is alarming because bees are
pollinators—the link to many components in our ecosystem.
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Butterflies also are important pollinators. The Monarch butterfly is a particularly
important pollinator. It, too, has been disappearing at an alarming rate. The City
of Chamblee has committed to raising awareness about the importance of the
Monarch to the planet, our impact on their rapid decline in population and ways to
improve their habitats. And fun fact, Monarchs have the ability to sting like bees!
Chamblee is recognized through the National Wildlife Federation’s Mayors’
Monarch Pledge for the efforts taken to improve education of the Monarch
situation…but we could always do more. This year, through a proclamation at
the Mayor and Council Meeting on April 16th, the city will be promoting April as
Monarch Pledge Month, which is also Earth Month.
While the numbers sound grim, there is a lot we all can do to help. Later this year,
you will see the progress on the Rail Trail extension between Whole Foods and
Walmart. Additional extensions will continue along Peachtree Road and behind
Trackside and adjacent properties past Pierce Drive. As part of that landscape
plan, the city has specified native plant varieties that provide butterflies and other
pollinators food and breeding habitats. Let’s commit to seeing more butterflies
this spring and be a part of the solution.

April is Monarch Pledge Month
in the City of Chamblee!

Consider taking any
of the following
actions this spring:

• Plant some Milkweed!

It provides a place for
caterpillars to inhabit as
well as a source of food
and is the only plant that
can host Monarchs in their
larval stage. But only plant
the “good” varieties. Some
non-native varieties can be
harmful to butterflies, so
look for Butterfly Weed or
Swamp Milkweed. Chamblee
will be working with Keep
Chamblee Beautiful to give
away milkweed, a favorite
habitat of Monarchs, at
the Good Neighbor Day
Airshow on May 18th at
DeKalb-Peachtree Airport.

• Plant other nectar-producing

Milkweed

plants, like Coneflower,
Goldenrod and Marigolds,
to provide food for the
bees, butterflies and other
pollinators.

Goldenrod

• Consider reducing or

eliminating the use of
insecticides, especially
neonicotinoids, which harm
beneficial insects and their
habitats.

• Be a citizen scientist—
Marigold

knowledge is power. Be a
part of the data collection
that helps researchers
identify migratory patterns
by recording your first
butterfly sightings on an
interactive map at https://
journeynorth.org/monarchs.
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Chamblee’s Town Center
Plans Gain Momentum
The Chamblee Town Center Plan was adopted by the
Streets and Trails
Chamblee Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and
the City Council during the summer of 2018. It envisions
a centralized downtown located in the heart of historic
Chamblee. There will be a town green, a new city hall,
multi-family development, restaurants and shops, wide
sidewalks, outdoor plazas, gathering spots and a continuation
of the Chamblee Rail Trail around the perimeter and through
the town center.
Although it might seem like not much has changed in the
town center since the plan’s adoption, rest assured work is
being done behind the scenes to move the plan forward and
to accomplish many of the immediate recommendations.
Rezoning
To encourage a unified feel to the town center area, staff
are working with planning firm, TSW, to create a zoning
sub-district known as a Planned Unit Development (PUD).
It will rezone the property within the boundaries of the town
center from multiple zoning districts to one unified district
and encourage a diversity of mixed-use development that
will increase the livability and walkability of the area.
The unified district will be flexible enough to allow for a
diversity of uses, layouts and designs, while also requiring
infrastructure to make the area more walkable and accessible.
The PUD will be presented to the City Council in March.

The Town Center Plan calls for a
pedestrian-friendly street grid that
breaks up the area’s large blocks.
Currently staff are working on
designing this new street grid that
would increase the flow of vehicular
and pedestrian traffic. Broad Street,
between Peachtree Road and
Irvingdale Drive, will be the first
section of road redesigned. The Rail
Trail is integrated into the plan and
will extend from Peachtree Road
through the town center. A current Rail Trail planning study is
exploring the detailed plan for the extension into downtown
Chamblee and will be presented to council in April.
Private Development
The Town Center Plan was designed with certain developable
properties in mind. Throughout the years, the DDA
purchased key properties around town to make sure they
are developed to their highest and best use. Since the
approval of the plan, multiple developers have come forward
to express interest in building on those properties and
staff continue to work with them. The amount of interest in
Chamblee’s Town Center is encouraging and continues to
build momentum for the overall plan.

For More Information
If you haven’t had a chance to see the Town Center
Plan, view it at: www.chambleega.com/481/
Consultant-Studies. And if you haven’t spent much
time in the town center area, visit the already
great amenities that exist. From the fried chicken
at Gus’ to the brews at Contrast Artisan Ales to the
beautiful jewelry at Broad Street Mercantile, they
are all located right in the middle of town. While
you’re there, imagine having even more great
opportunities to dine, shop, live and hang out
downtown. That experience will give you the best
sense of what the Chamblee Town Center Plan is
all about.
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PARKS

New Programs Spring Up
in Chamblee’s Parks
Spring is blooming in the parks, which is great, because new and exciting
programs are “springing” up in Chamblee’s Parks and Recreation
Department.
The Parks and Recreation Department has been working hard to continue
programs like SilverSneakers, OhBaby! Stroller Fitness, Kung Fu and
Yoga for the community throughout the past few months. Babysitter
Boot Camp has become very popular, as have our Balance Bike clinics,
which help teach children how to ride a bicycle in a safe and encouraging
environment. New programs like Mornings with Ashleigh May, where little
ones get the chance to explore outside, play and create with their parents
or caregivers and gymnastics, which offers classes for children 20 months
to five years old, are starting at Keswick Park in March. Registration for any
of the above programs, and many more, can be completed on the Parks
and Recreation’s website www.chambleerec.com.
The weather may still be a bit chilly, but summer camp is just around the
corner. Don’t forget to sign up for Parks and Recreation’s Camp Chamblee!
Camp Chamblee offers eight weekly sessions of camp beginning Monday,
June 3rd through Friday, August 2nd (no Camp Chamblee the week of
July 4th) for children ages six to 12 years old. All campers will receive a
t-shirt, as well as participate in arts and crafts, swimming and many more
fun and educational activities! Field trips this year include Stone Mountain
Park, Nitro Zone, SkyZone Trampoline Park and Fun Spot America, just to
name a few. Sign-ups are ongoing for both residents and non-residents
via www.chambleerec.com. A $20 deposit per week is required to hold a
child’s spot, which goes toward the payment for that week.
Chamblee also offers a diverse assortment of other Summer Camps with
partners like Forefront Art’s Drama and Theatre camp the week of July 4th
and British Soccer Camp with Challenger Sports the week of June 24th
through June 28th. Additionally, Tech Academy is offering many exciting
STEM Camps to be held at the Civic Center. Camps like Game Design and
Coding, Minecraft Development, Robotics and Engineering and Digital
Filmmaking. These various camps are offered for many age groups, are
all kid-friendly, promote hands-on learning experiences and help foster
creativity.

s Parks Dept. Mornings With Ashleigh May

s Parks Dept. Camp Chamblee

Please visit www.chambleerec.com to find out
more about all the camps being offered!
We can’t wait to see everyone this summer!
s Parks Dept. Oh Baby Stroller Fitness
March/April 2019 SIGNAL • 5

PARKS

Get Your Mud On!
By: Karen Lupton, Chair Chamblee Fun Mud Run
Mark your calendars and get ready to GET MUDDY! The Chamblee Middle School
Education Foundation invites you and all your fun-loving friends to register for the
5th Annual Chamblee Fun Mud Run (CFMR)! Join us on Saturday, April 27, 2019, to
tackle the muddy, family-friendly obstacle course that winds through Chamblee’s
streets and Keswick Park. The CFMR, brought to you by Presenting Sponsor Ed
Voyles and the City of Chamblee, has become a fun tradition for folks big and small.
The ~2.5-mile course has tires, hay bales and of course, mud pits to crawl over, under
or through! For smaller runners, a one-mile Muddy Buddy course is the perfect
length to enjoy some mud and obstacles without exhausting younger participants.
Post-race cleanup is donated by the great volunteers from DeKalb County Fire &
Rescue, who provide showers and hoses to wash away the mud.
Don’t despair if you can’t run the race, because EVERYONE is invited to the Food
Truck Night on Friday, April 26, from 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. on the Event Lawn at
Chamblee’s Keswick Park! Enjoy food and music before the mud starts flying
Saturday morning!
The CFMR was created in 2015 as a fundraiser for the Chamblee Middle School
Education Foundation. All proceeds benefit the CMSEF, which provides
funding for teacher grants throughout the year at Chamblee Middle School.
(For more information, visit www.cmsef.org.)
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Register today for the 2019
Chamblee Fun Mud Run at
www.chambleefunmudrun.com.
You also can follow us on Facebook
(@chambleefunmudrun), Instagram
(chambleefunmudrun) and Twitter
(@chambleefunmud).

See you at the race!

POLICE

Officer of the
Year Goes to…
The City of Chamblee is honored to announce that Chamblee Police
Officer Chris Poythress has been awarded Officer of the Year from
North DeKalb Rotary Club! Officer Poythress has been serving in the
City of Chamblee since 2014. Prior to that, he spent 12 years working
for DeKalb County Police Department.
“During the past two years, I have had an opportunity to work
closely with Office Poythress during our inaugural and subsequent
Cop-N-Stuff events,” said Chamblee Police Department’s Capt.
Ernesto Ford.
Cop-N-Stuff is a non-profit program that was approved by Chamblee
City Council in February 2017. The mission of the program is to
foster positive relationships between the Police Department and the
community. Throughout the year, the program hosts various events
that give back to the Chamblee community and other areas in need.
Officer Poythress has been instrumental in several outreach efforts
in the city including the implementation of the annual Back to School
Bash where more than 700 students receive free book bags with school
supplies each year. In addition, he worked with his fellow officers to
collect and deliver food and other items to hurricane Irma and Michael
victims. Poythress has become one of the driving forces behind the
successful annual Shop with a Cop event, where 30 children spend the
morning with an officer and are treated to a holiday shopping trip.
“Officer Poythress is well known in the community as ‘that guy’ that can address feel good issues and concerns,”
said Capt. Ford, “The department receives praises regarding the services he provides from members of the community
on a regular basis.”

s Top right and above: Officer Chris Poythress enjoys his interactions with
Chamblee residents.

Integrity, service, professionalism and dedication are
exampled through Officer Poythress’ hard work since the
beginning of his career. He is a staple to the Chamblee
community and tackles all challenges in his job with
enthusiasm. His communication and coordinating skills
shine through each day in every task he performs. It
is this type of hard work and dedication that makes
him stand out from others and makes him the perfect
recipient for the 2018 Office of the Year award.

Congratulations Officer Chris Poythress! We are lucky to have you in Chamblee!
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Get Your Garden
Ready for Wildlife!
By: Christina Porter, Keep Chamblee Beautiful

One of the great joys of spring is waking up to the sounds of birds chirping. Chamblee is
well known as a suburban oasis in an urban environment, and we are lucky to have so much
bird life around us. “It’s so easy to attract birds,” says Jenni Heerink, volunteer for Keep
Chamblee Beautiful (KCB). “Just put out food and shelter, and they will come even to a balcony! One resident set out a completely decorative birdhouse on an
outdoor patio table, and soon after, a wren moved in and had a family.”

To keep birds happy, keep their food chain as natural as possible.

Consider native plants rather than non-native ornamental plants, which often become
invasive. As part of an ecosystem, local birds depend on local plants and trees for nesting
materials and food sources. According to the Audubon Society’s website, research by
entomologist Doug Tallamy shows that native oak trees support more than 500 species of
caterpillars, whereas gingkos, a commonly planted landscape tree from Asia, host only five
species of caterpillars. Considering that it takes in excess of 6,000 caterpillars to raise one
brood of chickadees, having native trees means a big difference in food availability!
It’s hard to think about mosquito control when it’s still cool outside, but summer is coming,
and it will be all too tempting to spray the pests away. While the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has approved some pesticides for residential use, the EPA also warns that
any chemical spray poses some risks, which increase if the person doing the spraying isn’t
properly trained. Homeowners may waste money by spraying chemicals the wrong way or
using ones that don’t work. Misapplied chemicals also mean more toxins reach your children
and pets, and they can harm natural foliage and the insects on which birds feed. The best
defense against mosquitos is often the easiest: eliminate all standing water from pet bowls,
old tires, bird feeders, planter trays, fallen magnolia leaves, etc.
Conserve water by planting native trees, shrubs and hardy grasses that don’t require as
much water during hot summer months. It’s hard to think water conservation when we’ve
had so much rain, but it’s a good habit to begin.
These recommendations are easy and inexpensive to implement, and the birds,
hummingbirds, bees, butterflies, moths and bats all will thank you for your efforts.
Think Birds: Contact the Atlanta Audubon Society for upcoming walks and talks
www.atlantaaudubon.org
Think Native: KCB plans to sell native plants at Good Neighbor Day on May 18. Plants could
include milkweed, native azaleas and other colorful, fragrant plants for sun and shade.
To learn more about native plants, visit the Georgia Native Plant Society, www.GNPS.org
Think No Invasives: On March 23, KCB plans a cleanup in Dresden Park to remove
Chinese privet, English ivy and thorny olive. To learn more about invasive plants, register
to volunteer at KeepChambleeBeautiful.org or visit the Georgia Invasive Species Task
Force at www.gainvasives.org.
Think Water: Watch for a future article about DeKalb County’s only water treatment facility
off Winter’s Chapel Road.
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Chamblee Named Gold
Level Green Community
The City of Chamblee was recognized by
the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC)
as a Gold level Green Community. The
Green Communities Program is a voluntary
certification program that helps local governments implement measures
to reduce their environmental impact. Winners earned certification
points for sustainable measures implemented in their communities. Some
measures that earned the City of Chamblee certification points include:
• Adopting small area plans that promote redevelopment of
underutilized land around major intersections and along
essential corridors;
• Being designated as a Tree City USA, requiring that Chamblee have
a Tree Commission, a community tree ordinance, a community
forestry program with an annual budget of at least $2 per capita
and an annual Arbor Day observance and proclamation;
• Nurturing partnerships with Keep Chamblee Beautiful and Chamblee
Charter High School, which have led to the founding of the school’s
Environmental Science Club as well as student involvement in the
city’s transportation advisory committee;
• Hosting a “light bulb exchange” at its annual household hazardous
waste event. LED bulbs were exchanged for less-efficient bulbs to
decrease the city’s per-capita energy consumption; and
• Identifying bicycle and pedestrian connections to transit-oriented
development opportunities and other public amenities throughout
the city via its Rail Trail plan. Stormwater management and expansion
of greenspace are two of the plan’s key goals.

s The light bulb exchange

“This was our second year to apply
for and be certified as a Green
Community,” said Chamblee Mayor
Eric Clarkson. “Last year we were
named a bronze community, and
this year we achieved gold. We
are thrilled with this honor, and
we hope to go even further in the
program as we are dedicated to
improving the environment.”

In metro Atlanta, 20 local governments — 13 cities and seven counties –
are currently certified under the ARC Green Communities program. This
is the first program in the country to promote sustainability through a
green certification program for local governments.

New Programs
Abound at Mercy
Care Chamblee
By Diana Lewis, APR
Mercy Care has been serving the Chamblee
area with their important programs since May
of 2017. While the clinic at 5134 Peachtree
Road continues to provide healthcare for the
homeless, preventative care, pediatrics, dental
health education and behavioral health and
more, there are several new things that are
taking shape this spring:
• Pediatric dentistry services are now available
by appointment at 678-872-7100.
• At Fun and Fit Camp, children ages 8-11
learn hands-on healthy meal preparation
and fun ways to get moving. Classes take
place every Wednesday, 4 to 7 p.m.,
April 3 - May 8. Call 678-872-7144 for more
information or to register. These classes are
free thanks to a sponsorship from Mercy
Care and Amerigroup and held in
collaboration with Open Hand.
• Substance abuse disorder counseling is now
available on Fridays. Walk-in or make an
appointment at 678-872-7100.
Many of these changes have come about due
to the leadership of Alan Bradford, who was
named Mercy Care president in December
2018. Tom Andrews, CEO of Saint Joseph’s
Health System, has turned his focus to the
strategic direction of the health system, which
includes Mercy Care, Mercy Care Foundation
and Mercy Care Rome.
Mercy Care accepts most major insurances
plans, Medicare and Medicaid. For those who
are uninsured or underinsured, Mercy Care
provides services on a sliding fee scale
based on income. For more information,
visit www.mercyatlanta.org.
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Plaza Fiesta: Where
Chamblee Meets Mexico
Amid dreary winter weather creeping toward spring, wouldn’t
it be nice to take a trip to warm and sunny Mexico? Well, in
the words of Plaza Fiesta’s General Manager, Julio Penaranda,
you can, “take a trip to Mexico without getting out your
passport!”
Settled in the heart of Buford Highway, Plaza Fiesta stands
out with its vibrant colors and welcoming signs. Walk inside,
and there are walls of cowboy boots and soccer cleats, rows
of quinceañera dresses and dozens of food stalls serving up
piping hot tortas or chilled spiced fruit. With more than 280
retail and specialty stores, restaurants, healthcare services, a
fitness center and the largest indoor playground in Georgia, it’s
no wonder Plaza Fiesta attracts in excess of 4.4 million visitors
a year. It truly feels like a piece of Mexico has been transported
to Chamblee. Whether you’re interested in savoring a new or
familiar dish, finding the perfect pair of shoes for a night out or
getting your kids’ energy out on a rainy day, there is something
for everyone at Plaza Fiesta. The folks a Plaza Fiesta work to
make the center a place where communities can gather, and
people feel at home. Every visit yields a new discovery and no
visit is ever the same.
Part of the consistent draw to the plaza are their events, including an entire week of celebrating Holy Week. Holy Week (April
14-20) is one of the most important weeks in the Christian church year. The week begins with Palm Sunday, which celebrates
Jesus’ triumphal arrival to Jerusalem. Maundy Thursday commemorates the last supper Jesus shared with his disciples and
Good Friday recognizes the day in which Jesus died. The week concludes with a joyful celebration on Easter Sunday. If you’re
looking to celebrate Holy Week with Plaza Fiesta, follow them on their Facebook page or check out their website’s event
calendar to be in the know of all the services and events.
Also, on April 28th, Plaza Fiesta will be celebrating Dia del Niño or Children’s Day. Typically, Children’s Day takes place each
year in Mexico on April 30th and is a big day to celebrate children. Parents often buy gifts, schools hold big celebrations
complete with games, candy, music, performances and piñatas. Plaza Fiesta will be hosting performances on their stage and
will give gifts to the many children who visit that day.
The event Plaza Fiesta may be best known for is their Cinco de Mayo celebration.
Cinco de Mayo literally translates to the fifth of May and celebrates the date the
Mexican army defeated France at the Battle of Puebla during the Franco-Mexican
War in 1862. Plaza Fiesta throws a fantastic Cinco de Mayo celebration complete
with music, dancing, food and lots activities for the whole family.
So, if you’ve never taken a trip to Plaza Fiesta or if you’ve been there hundreds of
times, there’s always something new to explore, and this is a great time of year to
take a trip. After all, what’s better than a mini-vacation to Mexico?
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Mark your calendars:
May 3, June 7,
July 4 & August 9

The concerts feature
bands that are sure to
please everyone. You
don’t want to miss this
year’s line-up, which
includes the following
great acts:
May 3:

AJ Ghent w/
BJ Wilbanks
June 7:

Departure –
Electric Avenue
July 4:

Crystal Clear Band
(Keswick Park)
August 9:

Sister Hazel

www.chambleerocks.com
We’re thrilled to have Sister Hazel headline this year’s series.
Originating from Gainesville, Fla., the band is made up of five
musicians who have been called, “one of the Top 100 Most
Influential Independent Performers of the last 15 years” by
“Performing Songwriter Magazine.” Their most famous song,
“All for You” topped the adult alternative charts during the
summer of 1997, and the success propelled their album to
platinum status. Sister Hazel also has made a strong debut with
“Lighter in the Dark” at #4 on Billboard’s Top Country Albums
chart, #6 on Billboard’s Independent Albums chart, #30 on
Billboard’s Top Current Albums chart and #79 on the Billboard
200 album chart. We know you’ll give them a warm welcome!
AJ Ghent and His Singing Guitar are set to take the stage
in May along with Georgia-native BJ Wilbanks. Ghent is all
about energy: musically, physically and spiritually. He takes
his family’s heirloom “the sacred steel sound” and stands up,
which allows him more freedom in performing and connecting
with others. Ghent, who has a large following, has shared music
with Atlanta-native Zac Brown, Dave Grohl and legendary
freeform artist, Colonel Bruce Hampton. Ghent’s new creation,
The Neo Blues Project debuted at #7 on the Blues Billboard
Charts and is filled with everything from grooves to riffs. BJ
Wilbanks’s authentic exploration of love and the pursuit of
enlightenment has been referred to as “Back Porch Soul,”
fusing the musical roots of Americana, Motown and Delta
Blues into an intoxicating blend of Southern Rock. BJ’s solo

work explores the intimate, raw, emotional feeling of the
gospel, blues and 70s rock he was raised on as a child. The BJ
Wilbanks Band has opened for Drivin N Cryin and Mother’s
Finest, as well as the legendary Gladys Knight.
Get out your leg warmers, your mousse and your Member’s
Only jackets—we’re going back to the 80s with Electric
Avenue. Hands down, Electric Avenue is the most accurate
and exciting 80s Pop Tribute Band you’re going to find
anywhere this side of 1988. You’ll hear Tears for Fears, Wham!,
Duran Duran, Simple Minds, Howard Jones, Frankie Goes To
Hollywood, Level 42, Naked Eyes, Soft Cell, Kenny Loggins,
INXS, Prince, The Clash, OMD, David Bowie and more. And a
fun fact: they were the last band to play at Turner Field. Come
get your groove on, duh!
Crystal Clear will have our Fourth of July dance party packed
from start to finish. From the vocalists joining in the fun on
the dance floor to guests playing along on tambourine and
cowbell, the band will be a part of the party, and a good
time will be had by all. From Motown classics to current
chart-toppers, the band will play the right song at exactly the
right time.
Join family, friends and neighbors in downtown Chamblee for
a rocking good time. VIP tables and sponsorships are available
by contacting Brittney Lindsay at blindsay@chambleega.gov.
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#ChambleeCelebrates Spring
Holidays and Festivals
One of our favorite things about the City of Chamblee is our
diversity. Each of us bring something to the table, and we have
a unique opportunity to learn from one another. One of the
best ways to learn about different cultures is through holidays
and festivals. Spring is a great time to learn something new
since celebrations abound in the coming months.
Mardi Gras day (March 5th), French for Fat Tuesday, marks the
end the Christian season of Epiphany and the beginning of
Lent, which is a time of fasting, particularly on richer foods,
prior to Easter. While Mardi Gras is celebrated throughout
the world, in the United States, New Orleans is best known for
their celebration with elaborate parades and delicious food,
including King Cake. King Cake is traditionally a French bread
type dough with green, purple and yellow sugar on top and
a toy baby hidden inside representing baby Jesus. Today, the
baby symbolizes luck and prosperity to whoever finds it in
their slice of cake. Interested in making your own King Cake?
Check out this recipe from the site Barbara Bakes:
www.barbarabakes.com/mardi-gras-king-cake/. Baking
not really your thing? Chamblee’s Whole Foods Market has
ready-made cakes available.
The Indian full moon festival of Holika, or Holi (March 20th), is
a festival of colors and joviality and announces the beginning
of spring. Many mythological stories are told to understand
the significance of the festival including a legend of Krishna,
the god of compassion, tenderness and love in Hinduism,
where he pranks his companion Radha and other gopis
(groups of cow-herding girls), by putting lots of colors on
them. Today, the festival is celebrated by throwing fistfuls of
12 • www.chambleega.gov

powdered colors at friends, family and strangers. During Holi,
it is tradition to let go of any hardship in relationships and
even enemies become friends during this time. The festival
helps restore relationships and strengthen bonds. It’s hard to
stay angry when you’re having fun!
Sundown Friday
(April 19th) begins
the Jewish festival
of freedom,
Passover. Passover
commemorates the
Israelites’ escape
(or exodus) from
Egypt and their
transition from slavery to freedom. The main observance of
Passover is the seder, which is a festive meal that includes
matzah and maror (bitter herbs) and involves the retelling of
the Exodus story. Additionally, many Jewish people practice a
set of intense dietary changes that primarily eliminate leavened
foods. If you’re looking for a place that sells kosher foods,
check out Tip Top Kosher Market in Chamblee. They offer a
variety of groceries as well as prepared foods perfect not only
during Passover, but any time.
These are just the tip of the spring festival and holiday
iceberg. Take some time to learn more about each of these
and their significance in their culture, and feel free to share
with us what you’re celebrating this spring. Use the hashtag
#ChambleeCelebrates to share the festivals and holidays
you’re observing.

CITY OF CHAMBLEE CALENDAR
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STOP THE BLEED Class
Successful in Chamblee

By: Dr. Hudson Garrett Jr., Chief Executive Officer, Community Health Associates
Nobody wants to deal with life threatening bleeding, but
unfortunately the reality is that all of us could eventually face
this type of situation whether it’s a car accident, sporting
injury or mass causality incident. The good news is we can
easily be prepared for this type of event by receiving some
basic training through an innovative community readiness
program called Stop The Bleed. This program is nationwide
and teaches basic techniques to stop life threatening bleeding
using direct pressure and tourniquets. These basic skills can
mean the difference between life or death! The Stop the
Bleed program was offered in the City of Chamblee through
a joint partnership with the Chamblee Police Department and
Community Health Associates, LLC.
Most serious bleeding can be stopped by applying direct
pressure, but in some circumstances the use of a tourniquet is
required to stop bleeding. Previously, the use of tourniquets
had been restricted to experienced medical professionals,
but studies have shown them to be both effective and SAFE
for use in the community to control life threatening bleeding.

It’s always important to call 911 and provide the emergency
operator with as much information as possible to ensure the
proper resources are sent. You also must ensure your own
safety before rendering first aid to others, so look out for
dangerous situations like a downed power line, an active
shooter or other hazards. The class, offered in February, gave
us a few tips if you encounter someone with bleeding:
• Identify the source of the bleeding and apply direct
pressure to the affected area and allow the site to clot.
• It’s important not to remove the initial bandage as
doing so can remove the clot that is forming and
increase bleeding.
• If direct pressure does not work, and the wound is on an
extremity such as an arm or leg, the use of a tourniquet
may be appropriate.
• Always protect yourself from bloodborne pathogens by
wearing Personal Protective Equipment such as gloves
and then immediately washing your hands with soap and
water after you finish rendering care.

If you are interested in

becoming certified, please feel
free to visit the National Stop
the Bleed Program website:
www.bleedingcontrol.org.

This truly lifesaving training
is an important skill for all

citizens, business owners,

athletic coaches, clergy leaders,
educators and others to have to

save lives when the time comes!
For more information, contact

Dr. Garrett at hudson.garrett@
chaassociates.com.
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March 2019
13

Chamblee Chamber Business After Hours
Location TBD, 5:30 pm

14

City Council Public Hearing and Work Session
Civic Center, 6:00 pm

16

Electronics Recycling
Public Works Building, 3210 Cumberland Dr., 8:00 am – 12 noon

18

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

19

City Council Meeting
Civic Center, 7:30 pm

21

Chamblee Chamber Breakfast Meeting
Chamblee Civic Center, 7:30 am

21

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

25

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

26

Downtown Development Authority Meeting
City Hall Conference Room, 6:30 pm

27

Architectural Review Board
City Hall Conference Room, 7:00 pm

Dep City Manager: Al Wiggins

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

City Clerk: Emmie Niethammer

28

City Council
Mayor: R. Eric Clarkson
District 1: John Mesa
District 2: Leslie C. Robson
District 3: Thomas S. Hogan II
At-large: Brian Mock
At-large, Mayor Pro Tem
Darron Kusman

City Staff
City Manager: Jon Walker
Chief of Police: Kerry Thomas
Finance Director: Travis Sims
Parks & Recreation: Jodie Gilfillan

April 2019

Community & Economic
Development: Catherine Lee
Public Relations: Tisa Moore

4

Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting
Civic Center, 7:00 pm

10

Chamblee Chamber Business After Hours
TBD, 5:30 pm

11

City Council Public Hearing and Work Session
Civic Center, 6:00 pm

Contact Information

16

City Council Meeting
Civic Center, 7:30 pm

Police (non-emergency):
770-986-5005

17

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

18

Chamblee Chamber Breakfast Meeting,
Chamblee Civic Center, 7:30 am

Code Enforcement:
770-986-5009 or
code_enforcement@chambleega.gov

18

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

20

Electronics Recycling
Public Works Building, 3210 Cumberland Dr., 8:00 am – 12 noon

22

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

23

Downtown Development Authority Meeting
City Hall Conference Room, 6:30 pm

25

Court • Civic Center, 6:00 pm

27

Architectural Review Board Meeting
City Hall Conference Room, 7:00 pm

14 • www.chambleega.gov

Planning & Development
Director: Matt Dickison

City Hall: 770-986-5010

Police Emergency: 911

Address: 5468 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, Georgia 30341
Phone: 770-986-5010
Fax: 770-986-5014
Email: info@chambleega.gov
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City of Chamblee
5468 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, GA 30341

It’s the best way to reach more than

12,000
Chamblee households
The Signal is the official publication of the City of Chamblee.
It provides the residents of Chamblee with the timely information
on events, activities and news related to the city.
GOT NEWS? Send press releases, announcements and
other materials for consideration to info@chamblee.gov
All material is subject to editing.

470-395-2309
info@chamblee.gov

